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Day and night he wept and prayed, and would not be
consoled. At last in vision S. Thomas of Canterbury,
whom he had so long protected during his life, appeared
to him, and bade him make pilgrimage to his tomb. It
was an unheard-of thing that a French king should visit
England on such an errand, and Louis did not dare to
go without consulting his barons. His counsellors
warned him of the dangers of the crossing and of trusting
himself to the hands of his most powerful enemy. He
replied that he did not fear. Three nights the vision
was repeated, and Louis determined that nothing should
hold him back.
The king started at once on his journey, and sailed
from Witsand with Philip of Flanders, Baldwin, count
of Guisnes, Henry the Warrior, count of Louvain,
and William de Mandeville, earl of Essex, who often
negotiated between the French and English kings. He
was met at Dover on August 22 by Henry H., and
welcomed with "great rejoicing and honour." Thence
he went to Canterbury, where he remained two days,
passing the night before the martyr's tomb. He made
rich offerings at the shrine, and to the monks of Christ
Church he gave, by special charter, six hogsheads of
wine each year, and granted that all they should buy in
France should pay no duty. He was himself admitted
as a brother of the house, and it was promised that a
mass should be said every day for himself and his family.
On August 26 he took ship on his return voyage. He
found his son recovered.
The journey, to which the chroniclers of the age
attach so high a religious importance, was unquestion-
ably a political event of considerable interest. It was